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Dave, 55 years old, knows the meaning of hard work, having 

done heavy physical labor since he was 12 years old. For many of 
those years he was a highly skilled mechanic earning over 
$50,000/year. Unfortunately, those jobs were not good for his back and 
about twelve years ago he had to give up all work because of severe 
pain caused by ruptured discs. At the time the doctors told him he 
could have costly surgery and risk paralysis or seek other treatments. 
Dave chose to try alternative therapies and, while he is still in constant 
pain, he is able to maintain an independent life for himself with a great 
deal of determination along with help from several programs. 

It took him two years to qualify for social security disability and 
another year to get onto Medicare. Dave pays out almost half of his ~ 

~> 
$1,000 monthly income for rent on his trailer space, so he has learned 
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to be resourceful. He is responsible for paying 20% of all medical costs and has set up accounts with providers 
so they will accept a minimum payment each month. At his income level Dave would only qualify for $10 in 
food stamps each month. Because of his back pain, he cannot sit the three hours it takes to complete the 
application process. Instead, Dave has learned how to shop with coupons and believes he saves at least $10 
each month on his food bills through wise shopping. 

With the exception of brief trips to the grocery store or doctor, Dave is confined to his easy chair with its if:~ heating element that relieves the back pain. Recently a friend gave him Tasha, a parrot who calls him ,
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1­ "Grandpa" and provides much welcome company. Dave began receiving help through the MPI program about 

~ three years ago. Energy assistance for electricity bills, Meals on Wheels, and funds to pay for new dentures 
have all been invaluable to improving his quality of life. His case worker calls him once each month to check ~ I
 
on him and Dave gives thanks everyday for the difference MPI has made in his life. He worries that this 
program will be cut and does not know how he would get along without it. Dave is hopeful that someday OPI tcan provide the same kind of invaluable support in his daily life. 
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